ate, compare Sisyphus’ wealth3! wj

s¢, that youhave a royal bride
can be an ingra

that!

id father-in-].

: —this is all owed to me o
ut what good doesNig d6 o foretell thei .

‘e the threats with whic anger is pi:

shall follow. PeyKaps I'll regree my actiongsnam‘

§ by ) .
having protcted a traitorous husband

ng of Cori i i
g of Corinth, so his wealth is thar of the royal family of the city.

 other. Language, in particular,

PALAEPHATUS

(perhaps 4th or 3rd ¢, BC, wrote in Greek)

Pa ophatus—the BAME might be a pseudonym)is a shadowy figure about whom every-
ble scenario is this: He lived sometime in the el century BC
Things (Peri Apiston) in five books. These were later sum-
marized in the epitome (abridged persion) we currently have. Pal'aepbrztm' work is an ex-
cellens example of mythological rationalization, an ancient method of interpretation that
atiempts 0 5e€ in myths mere erroneous accounts of situations that were originally or i-
| explanations. Most often for Palaephatus the transformation of
be extraordinary is due 10 misunderstanding of one sort or an-
i liable in his mind to give rise {0 later interpretations macde
out of context. For instance; the hero Bellerophontes Jid not ride a winged horse Pegasos,
bus captained a ship called Pegasos. Although this approach sometimes produces absurd
results—more absurd, in fact, than the myths themselves—it s one that was clearly at
work in the thinking of many other Greek writers, 1t should be also noted that dim reflec-

tions of rationalization are at the heart of many more modern approaches 10 myth.

thing is uncertain. One possi
and wrote On Unbelievable

nary events with rationd
womething ordinary into 1

FROM ON UNBELIEVABLE THINGS

Prologue

I have written this work about unbelievable things because gullible people, unac-

quainted with wisdom and scientific knowledge, believe everything they are told,

while those who are naturally more intelligent and analytical disbelieve that any of
these things happened at all. | think that all the stories happened since names do not

appear in isolation without any story behind them. No, first there was the reality,

then accordingly the story about .. Whatever physical shapes and forms are said to
_ha.\-e actually existed in the past but that do not exist now—such things never
existed, for anything that has ever come into existence at any time both exists now
and_Will exist in the future. 1, at any rate, am constantly commending the writers
Mehssos and Lamiscos of Samos for saying, “What came o existence in the begin-
ning exists and so will exist.” The poets and chroniclers distorted certain events into
So‘mﬁhing more incredible and astonishing so that people would be thrilled. I recog-
“‘?ﬂ that such things cannot happen as they are described, but 1 have also grasped
Fhls separate fact: if they had not happened at all, they would not have been turned
into stories. | went to numMerous lands and asked the old people what they had been
told about each of the stories. Tam writing what | tearned from them. 1 personally
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today, and | have written these accounts not as

saw what each of the locations is like
visited and invcsﬂgarcd them in person.

they had been told to me, but after |

vl Benmue™ .
_—

that the Centaurs were beasts that had the overall form of
anyone believes such a beast ¢fisted,

us, their

cy say a horse cx'cep
ad, which was that of a man’s. Now, in case
mpossibility. The natures of horse and man are not at all harmoni

k' the same, and it is not possible for a horse’s food to pass [l;ry)gﬁ a human

food is «
mouth andthroat. Besides, if there had been such a form then, it wouldalso exist now,
The truthbof the mater is this. When Ixion ruled Thessuly,}herd of bulls had

unt Pelion, rendering the rest of the mouma"}u range impassable as

(Ii/ evastated the orchards

it is an

gone wild on
well. The bulls cme down into the inhabited regions an

and crops along wi K’Ihc beasts of burden. So Ixion px?; dimed thart if anyone de-
stroyed the bulls, he would give him a lot of money. Sopfe young men from a village

in the foothills called Q\s shele {“Cloud”) came up wi the idea of training horses for
riding (previously peoplcthad not understood hoy! to ride on horseback; they just
used wagons). So they mot wed their riding hofses and set off for where the bulls
were. They attacked the herd Bsing javelins. When they were chased by the bulls, the
young men would pull back a litile, for thejf horses were more fleet-footed than the
bulls. And when the bulls stoppedichasing, t
their javelins. In this way they destr them. From that the Centaurs {Kentaurod
got their name since they had shot {ke# nnumit down the bulls [eeureit. It has noth-
ing to do with the form of the bulls, for there is nothing bull-like abourt the Centaurs,
They are shaped like horses and hmans. S.they took their name from their deed.
Now, the Centaurs got theip/money from
they had done and on their wealth. They grew
If, who lived in the ¢
were called Lapiths). Wh

he men would turn around and throw

xion and prided themselves on what
arroganc and committed many base
 that is now called Larissa (at the
n the Lapiths invited them toa

feast, the Centaurs gotMrunk and kidnapped their v ymenfolk. Loading them up
fode off to their own village. Afterghart they atracked the Lap-
duritg the night to the plains
¢ and then run.offto
at them from be-

acts, even against Ixion him
time those who lived ther

onto their horses, the
pon them. They would descend

When day came, they would burn and pill
/hile they were heading off like this, those lookg
far away could only see the backs of the horses, nox their heads, and
n, not their legs. Seeing this strange sight, Yey said, “The
" From this image and saybng there was
s born from the cloud

iths and made war

and set ambushes

the mountains.

hind and frot
the upper pfre of the me
Centaurs ffom T\‘cphch: are overrunning us!

fashioned the unbelievable myth, that a horse-man wa

{nephele} on the mountain.
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came willlngly] he was o :on
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tains. H¢ stole livestock and in
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»carry Bellerophonte

s.

| yirds wings in tlllet)o?[o; i
ww. They also say that Bellerg Lfor
ra was \in front a lion, in bacll)( i
1a b.eas( xisted, only with three]is |
,a J]Ol], and a goar to digest the :
1g fire is silly. And which of the qd:

ot all

iwes was a Carinthian gentlemdn wh
around makihyg raids and plupderi .
s Pegasos. In the same way eyen ;”‘B
1ame more likdly to be given toasltiw
¢ river Xanthod on a high ountaii
o approaches ro, this mouftain, one
Xanthians and one from ehindl that
h, and-in the midyle of tHem there is
; F(.);'rh. The name bf chis fnountain s
v live in the area, tHere was a lion liv-
i i ¥ s

arrived! He set fireto
?cmruyed the beasts. 8b che people of
egasos and destroyetl Amisodaros’
sed on it.

;lforeLold to hiny thac his father was
: )L'.d his sister ajid climbed\onto the
.uxine Sea afterfiraveling for\threc or

am faster chan/a ship can sail Andit

a time with

>ld him how to save himself anll had

! as.bride brice for his own daughter!
sthing? Jo avoid this ridiculous con-
)Ilden." wven if the skin were golden,
St from some foreigner.

os the horse w
e horse was supposed o have been s0
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uited the heroes of G

o been said that Jason readied the Argo and recr
fleece. But Phrixos would not h
even if the fleece were mad

ave been so unge teful as
6f emeralds,

as als -
foran X ition to get this

Jill his beneteglon not would the Argo,
0

fave ailed after it

The rruth of the 1
Hellen) ruled Phthia. He
quthority, 2 man whom he con
pame Was Crios {“Ram’}. After Pht
the kingdom because he was the eldest.
10 Achamas, but did speak to Phrixos, urgi
gquipped a ship and loaded onto it whatever
filled the ship full with all possible Casures and m
Merops mother (her name was s |“Fleece™), a daug
sioned a statue of herself—lifgZsized and made of gold thats
wasalot of gold in the sgatue and it was a big topic of conversatl
things on board the shif, along with Phrixos and Helle, then departe
Now Helle fell si during the voyage and died (and the sea is called the
after her), bugthey made it to Phasis and settled there. Phrixos married the da
¢ king of the Colchians, and gave him the golden statue of Cos as bt
ad, Jason sailed on the Argo o get the gold of Cos

‘ho was the son of

Athamas son of Alolos

iter is this.
£ih his finances and his

1 a man whom he entrustcg
idered extraordinarily {seworthy and valuable. His

‘wos mother died, Athamas made Phrixos heir to
5”1 carning of this, Crios said nothing

him to leave the land. Crios pcrsmuﬂly
hamas had that was of value. He
¢y. Among these was a statue.
or of Helios, had commis-
herself owned. There
. Crios put these
qnd got away.
cllespont

ahter

ater, after Athamas was de
i 33 3 . p "
{“Fleece”}—nort a ramss skin. That is the cruth.

he Amazons: these women Wwarriors were
full-lengch tunics likeFHracian women), put their

hair up in headbands, and’sh}e ds (like the <name of a foreign people
?mmp di;wday-}.—ﬂecause of this they™ called women by their enemies,
ut the : atl ; 3P ' v
‘_)5 7ons were, as a nation, good at fighting bat ['here plobahly never

was'an army of women, for there are none anywhere now.

[ have this to say abo
barbarian men who used to W

Y

33 Orpheus

T.}‘e myth about Orpheus is also false, that four-legged animals, crawling things,
birds, and trees followed him when he played his cithara. I think this is what it was.
Some raving Bacchai tore up some sheep on Mount Pieria. They would do many
other things in their violent state and then go to the mountain and spend their days
there. While they were staying there, the townsmen, afraid for their wives and
daughters, sent for Orpheus and asked him to think of some way he could bring
them down from the mountain. He offered sacrifices to Dionysos and led the fren-

zied women down by playing the cithara. The women came down the mountain

7 .
Somcthmg is obviously missing from the text here and the sentence prcccding this gap may well also be

da"‘agrd. If we fill in the gap with the usual account, Athamas remarrics, and his new wile,
death of Phrixos and Helle so that her own children will inherit the kingdom.

Ino, plots the




From this the myth was formed.
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1e fennel stalks and branches from all sorts of tees. The pieces
ho saw them on that occasion, and they said,
ain with his cithara playingi”

holding for che first tin
of wood seemed a miracle to the men w
“Orpheus even brings the forest down from the mount

Pandora

¢ Pandora, that she was fashioned from earth : Ten passed along
ers, is intolerable. | do_neriink this happened. Rather,
: Zalth. Whenever she would go out, she
1 a lot of white earth.® She was the firs

arge (lLlﬂl\(i[)’ of white earth as

The story a
her physical form T
Pandora was a Greek womanokyery gre

would make herself up and rub 1
woman to discover how go-ctlor one’s skin by usimg=

many women dosadivadays. In fact, none of them is singlec mi{%zmse most
do it. Thatigwhat really happened, but the story took a turn toward the ﬂ-l%

The Hydra

an Hydra that it was a snake with fifty heads byeGne body,

crab suppos-

It is Mso said of the Lernai
And whxn Heracles removed one of its heads, two would grow back,
also e to the aid of the Hydra. Then lolaos helped Heragks because the crab

edly
fied, he is a fool. Itis

was helping the Hydra. If anyone believes any of chis hap

ridiculous at firssglance, Fow is it, when he cut off ongMead, that did he not suffer

from the rest of thel

It was like this. Lernys was king of a certain p
he spot is in Argiyeterritory, but everyone back then lived
Mycenae, Lifyns, and Lerna were independent cities at
e of e of them. Now, the other kings were subor-
fenclos and the grandson of Perseus, because he

and ger eaten?
aCe, and the place had in fact goteen

its name from him. Toda

in separate villages. So Argos
the time, and a king was in cha

dinate to Eurystheus, the son of S
ulous of these places, Mycenae. But Lernos did

[.ernos had a sturdy licele fort that was gar-

At one of the approagses 10 his territor
and day without break. The

risoned by fifty elite grChers who manned th&ower night
4s Hydra [“Water-Snake™}. Now, Furystheus sent Heracles to sack
hers on the tower, and whenever
wular archers would rise upin
one of the elite ones)
ired some mercenaries
brought his troop*
s son of Iphicks
vom Thebes
Heracles

one of themyAvould get hit with the fire and fall, two i
because the man who had just been kille

place of ghe ane (
ernos was hard-pressed by Heracles in the war, he
at warrior, Carcinos {“Crab™} by name, came ai
sarcinos’ help, Lernos held off Heracles. Then lol:
1ging some troop:

Caria. A gre
yf him, and with C
(lolaos was FHeracles” nephew) helped | leracles by brin
He came to Hydra and set fire to the tower. With the help of chis for

S . 2 it - i 4 . . dsliﬂ
8 The Greek simply says “earth” here, bt it very likely refers w ceruse, orw hite lead, which was (an
is) employed as a paine pigment and was used before modern rimes 1o whiten the skin.
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A myth
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